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McAuliffe to transition to K-8, STEM school 
 
Christa McAuliffe Elementary School will begin transitioning to a K-8 school by adding sixth grade in 
the 2016-17 school year, Principal Jeff Peterson announced today. 
 
In addition, the school will adopt a STEM focus, which will allow students to receive additional 
instruction and learning opportunities in the areas of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. 
 
“We have asked parents what they would like to see at McAuliffe as we move forward, and this has 
been a theme that has emerged,” said Principal Jeff Petersen. “We want to offer our parents another 
choice, and hope this will fill a need in our community.” 
 
Petersen and his staff have hosted several parent meetings, as well as discussed this shift with others 
in the community. The STEM focus will give students interested in attending the STEM Academy at 
Northridge High School more base knowledge and experience to help them be successful, Petersen 
said. It is also a great opportunity for students to make connections between science, technology, 
engineering and math through more project-based instruction.  
 
“We are eager for our students to have this additional opportunity at McAuliffe, one that will really 
help them down the line be more prepared for careers and college,” Petersen added. 
 
In addition, the shift to K-8 will give parents and students more choice without having to look outside 
District 6 for other educational opportunities. 
 
“Our goal is to provide quality programs and schools to all of our students in District 6. We have an 
obligation to provide parents and students with choices that meet their needs, rather than having to 
go to other districts to access programs and schools,” said Superintendent Dr. Deirdre Pilch. “I am 
excited about this opportunity for our families, and I commend the McAuliffe staff for their 
commitment and innovation.” 
 
The plan is to add sixth grade next year to McAuliffe, then seventh grade in the 2017-18 school year, 
and eighth grade in the 2018-19 school year. Although the school has enough room to add the sixth 
grade in 2016-17, this change will eventually require some additions to the facility over time. 
 
Students living outside the McAuliffe boundary can apply for open enrollment through December 18. 
For more information and open enrollment forms, visit www.greeleyschools.org/openenrollment, or 
call (970) 348-6265. 
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